11/27/2009

Imperial Valley Press Online - Local Ne...

Home | Subscriber Services | Register | Alerts | Archives | Forums NEW! | About Us | Advertising | Your Feedback

Local News Sports Our Towns Our Opinion Business Entertainment Probe Obituaries Jobs

Print @ Email & Share: 1 fﬁii‘ Eg

See/Buy Photos [E Font- Font +

Top Hatters Motorcycle Club benefits Seeley,

Westmorland families in need Ej
By DAVID STEFFEN, Staff Writer
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Sunday, November 8, 2009 2:57 AM PST

Nearly 100 motorcycles rumbled through
Westmorland and Seeley on Saturday as the
Imperial Valley chapter of the Top Hatters
Motorcycle Club presented food donations to
families.

“It's from our hearts to them,” said Armando Lopez,
chapter president for the Top Hatters’ Imperial Valley
chapter. “There are less fortunate people that are losing
jobs and income. We just thought it'd be nice to donate
food.”

Members of the club and from the Soldiers for Jesus
Motorcycle Club launched the Food for Families Support
Run from the Hawg Wild bike shop in Imperial at 10:30
a.m. The group continued to Westmorland and Seeley to
present food to 25 families in need in each community.

DAVID STEFFEN PHOTO
LEFT TO RIGHT: Earl Slick, president of the Phoenix chapter of Soldiers for
Jesus Motorcycle Club; Armando Lopez, chapter president for Top Hatters
Motorcycle Club Imperial Valley chapter; Pablo Villa, national president for
Soldiers for Jesus; Tommy Gun, vice president of the Top Hatters; “Road
Block” Dirk Hall, Los Angeles and Orange County president of Soldiers for
Jesus; and “Fat Daddy,” president of the Inland Empire chapter of Soldiers
for Jesus spent Saturday delivering food to the less fortunate.

The Top Hatters Motorcycle Club Imperial Valley Chapter
raised $2,500 to purchase food from the Imperial Valley
Food Bank for families in need in Westmorland and
Seeley.

“In this kind of economic times, we have to help the less
fortunate,” said Top Hatters Imperial Valley Chapter
associate Christopher Hawkins.
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2_ VIDEO: Top Hatters Motorcycle Club benefits
Seeley, Westmorland families in need

He said families and their children appreciated the event

and the bikes.

“They liked the motorcycles,” he said. “People were
taking pictures of the motorcycles, and the kids were
checking them out.”

@ZZZW ROBINSON FORD SALES

Get A Price Quote
Click Here!

=

Hawkins said another Top Hatters Imperial Valley Chapter
program in Niland and Calipatria will send backpacks of
food to children in need every two weeks throughout the
year.

Lopez said the Food for Families Support Run was
personally fulfilling.

“It makes you feel great when you see the expression of
the children,” Lopez said.

Daniel Medina, sergeant-at-arms for the Top Hatters
Motorcycle Club Imperial Valley Chapter, said it was
important to help the community and dispel stereotypes about motorcycle riders.

“We came out to help the community, and the Soldiers for Jesus came out to help us like they did in other years,” Medina
said. “We just want to show the community that all bikers aren’'t bad,” he said.

>> Staff Writer David Steffen can be reached at 760-337-3452 or dsteffen@ivpressonline.com
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"1 think the recipient families will be.

And so am |. That people take the time to help other people in this economy shows some true concern. They could ride
broomsticks and | would still applaud them. Times change, impressions take longer. "

matthew sean
wrote on Nov 8, 2009 6:10 PM:

"im notimpressed "
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